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Public Statement on the Protection of
Sacred Lands and Waters

The Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus expresses profound concern
over the continued removal and weakening of protections for sacred
Indigenous Lands and Waters, including Bears Ears National
Monument, Chaco Canyon, and Grand Staircase-Escalante
National Monument.

These are not simply public lands. They are sacred homelands, living
cultural landscapes, places of prayer, ceremony, healing, and memory
that have sustained Tribal Nations since time immemorial.

For Indigenous Peoples, these places are not relics of history. They
remain living Relatives.

They hold the footprints of our Ancestors, the medicines of the Earth,
the songs of our people, and the responsibilities entrusted to us by the
Creator. They are classrooms for our children, places where our
languages, ceremonies, and identities continue to live.

Bears Ears, Chaco Canyon, and countless other sacred places across
Turtle Island are living testaments to thousands of years of Indigenous
history.

They are places where our Ancestors prayed, gathered medicines,
conducted ceremonies, buried their loved ones, and fulfilled sacred
responsibilities to the Creator.

Once these places are damaged or destroyed, they can never truly be
restored.

For generations, Tribal Nations have endured the loss of our
homelands, the desecration of sacred places, broken treaties, forced
removals, and decisions made without our free, meaningful, and
informed participation.

Once again, many Indigenous communities find themselves witnessing
actions that diminish protections for places that have always been
sacred to our people.

These actions reopen wounds that have never fully healed.



The removal of protections from sacred landscapes is more than a political decision. It affects our
spiritual practices, cultural survival, treaty responsibilities, traditional knowledge, and our sacred
obligation to care for the Earth for the Seven Generations yet to come.

The Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus reaffirms that Tribal sovereignty is inherent. Tribal Nations
are not stakeholders; we are sovereign governments whose voices must be respected whenever
decisions affect our ancestral homelands, sacred places, cultural resources, and the Waters that
sustain all Life. Meaningful government-to-government consultation must be more than a legal
requirement. It must become a genuine relationship built upon respect, honesty, and shared
responsibility.

We recognize that our nation faces important decisions regarding economic development, energy
production, conservation, and public lands. However, progress should never come at the cost of
destroying what cannot be replaced or disregarding the voices of the First Peoples of these Lands.

The Earth cannot speak for herself.

The Waters cannot stand before Congress.
The forests cannot testify in a courtroom.

The sacred places cannot defend themselves.

We must be their voice.

Today, the Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus calls upon the President of the United States,
Congress, federal agencies, state governments, faith communities, and all people of goodwill to
honor treaty responsibilities, uphold Tribal sovereignty, protect sacred Lands and Waters, and ensure
that Indigenous Peoples are respected as full partners in decisions affecting our ancestral
homelands.

History has shown us the cost of ignoring Indigenous voices.
Let us not repeat those mistakes.

Instead, let us choose:
Respect over disregard.
Stewardship over exploitation.
Relationship over division.
Hope over harm.

May we remember that the measure of a nation is not only found in what it builds, but in what it
chooses to protect.

May we walk together in humility.

May we protect what is sacred.

May we honor the Creator through the care of Creation.
One Land. One Water. One Responsibility.

For All Our Relations.
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