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A Call to the Church: Honor Tribal Sovereignty,
Respect Sacred Ceremonies, and Walk in Truth

The Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus (NAIC) stands with
the Northern Arapaho Tribe and all Tribal Nations whose
sacred traditions continue to be protected and carried forward
by their Peoples.

NAIC issues this Statement in response to harm caused by
statements made regarding the sacred ceremonies of the
Northern Arapaho people. On July 5, 2026, Pastor Sarah
Lucas of Foundations For Nations delivered a sermon in which
the Northern Arapaho Tribe's sacred Sundance ceremony and
ceremonial pipe were described as "idol worship" and
"demonic."

For those who may not understand Indigenous spiritual
traditions, these words may appear to be a difference of belief.
For the Northern Arapaho people, these words caused deep
harm because they were directed toward sacred
responsibilities that have carried their relationship with Creator,
their identity as a People, and their teachings through
generations.

The Sundance is not a performance.
The ceremonial pipe is not an object without meaning.

These are sacred responsibilities carried by Northern Arapaho
families, Elders, and spiritual leaders. They are living
expressions of faith and living relationships with Creator.

The Northern Arapaho Tribe is a sovereign Tribal Nation. Their
ceremonies, teachings, songs, medicines, and spiritual
responsibilities do not require approval from outside
institutions. They come from a relationship with Creator that
has existed since before the formation of the United States.



When Indigenous ceremonies are called evil, demonic, or false, the harm is not limited to
words. These statements echo a painful history when Native Peoples were punished for
practicing their ceremonies, speaking their languages, and following the teachings given
to them by their Ancestors.

For generations, Indigenous Peoples faced the outlawing of ceremonies, the taking of
sacred items, the suppression of languages, and the forced removal of children from their
families and communities. Many institutions, including churches, participated in systems
that sought to replace and dishonor Indigenous identities and spiritual traditions rather
than respect them.

Yet our Peoples endured.

Our Ancestors carried what others tried to erase.
They protected the ceremonies.

They protected the songs.

They protected the teachings.

They protected the relationship with Creator so that future generations would know who
they are and the responsibilities they carry.

The peaceful response of Northern Arapaho community members seeking accountability
is not an act of anger. It is an act of protecting what is sacred and asking that their People,
their ceremonies, and their relationship with Creator be treated with dignity.

Religious freedom must belong to all Peoples.

It belongs to Christians and every other faith tradition.

It also belongs to Indigenous Peoples whose spiritual traditions have survived generations
of efforts to silence them.

Religious freedom for Native Peoples means the freedom to pray according to the
teachings of their Nations. It means the freedom to gather in ceremony, carry medicines,
speak their languages, sing their songs, and pass sacred teachings to their children
without being condemned or diminished.

NAIC recognizes the right of churches and individuals to practice their own beliefs.
However, religious freedom also carries responsibility—the responsibility to speak about
the sacred traditions of another People with humility, truth, and respect.

The freedom to practice one’s own faith does not include the freedom to dismiss or
demean the sacred relationship another People have with Creator.

The Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus calls upon The United Methodist Church and the
wider Christian community to listen to the voices of the Northern Arapaho Tribe,
acknowledge the harm caused, respect Tribal sovereignty, and commit to relationships
built upon truth and justice.



Reconciliation cannot begin by asking those who have been harmed to simply move
forward.

Reconciliation begins when truth is spoken.

It begins when harm is acknowledged.

It begins when we commit ourselves to ensuring that such harm is not repeated.

We do not write these words out of anger.

We write them out of responsibility.

Responsibility to our Ancestors who carried these teachings.
Responsibility to our children who will inherit what we protect today.
Responsibility to Creator, who entrusted these sacred gifts into our hands.

We stand with the Northern Arapaho Tribe.

We stand with Tribal Nations protecting their sacred ceremonies and teachings.
We stand for justice—not as a call for division, but as a responsibility to honor truth,
protect dignity, and respect the sovereignty of Indigenous Peoples.

May we choose truth over silence.
May we choose understanding over judgment.
May we choose a path where all Peoples are treated with dignity and respect.

The fire carried by our Ancestors continues to burn.
The teachings entrusted to us continue to guide our path.
We carry them forward.

Laapiich Kunaawulumo — Until we meet again.
Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus (NAIC)

Standing with Tribal Nations. Honoring Sovereignty. Walking Together in Truth, Justice,
and Respect.



