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Statement of Solidarity with the 
Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina 

Protecting the Sacred Waters of the 
Lumbee River 

The Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus (NAIC) of The United 
Methodist Church stands in prayerful solidarity with the Lumbee Tribe 
of North Carolina as they seek to protect the Waters, wetlands, wildlife, 
and ancestral homelands that have sustained their people since time 
immemorial. 
 
The Lumbee People are a people of the River. Their identity is forever 
connected to the Lumbee River, whose Waters have nourished 
generations with life, food, medicines, transportation, ceremony, and 
hope. 
 
The River is more than water flowing across the land—it is a living 
Relative, carrying the memories of Ancestors and the responsibility of 
every generation to protect what the Creator has entrusted to our care. 
 
Today, these sacred Waters face renewed threats through federal 
permitting processes that could allow pipeline construction and other 
projects to cross rivers, streams, and wetlands with limited 
environmental review. Such actions place not only the environment at 
risk but also the cultural, spiritual, and historical relationship that 
Indigenous Peoples have maintained with these Waters for countless 
generations. 
 
For the Lumbee Tribe, this is not simply about a river. It is about 
protecting their identity, their homeland, their future, and the sacred 
responsibility handed down by their Ancestors. 
 
The Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus recognizes that Water is not a 
commodity to be bought, sold, or sacrificed. Water is sacred. 
 
Before our first breath, Water carries us in the womb of our mothers. 
Throughout our lives, Water sustains every living being. When Water is 
harmed, all Life is harmed. When Water is protected, all Life has the 
opportunity to flourish. 



As followers of Christ, we are reminded that Creation is not ours to exploit but to care for with humility 
and love. 
 
Scripture teaches us: 
 
"The Earth is the Lord's, and everything in it." 
Psalm 24:1 
 
We believe protecting Water is an act of faith, justice, and stewardship. 
 
Therefore, the Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus calls upon The United Methodist Church to stand 
beside the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina by: 
 
• Praying for the protection of the Lumbee River and all sacred Waters. 
• Learning the history, culture, and continuing struggles of the Lumbee People. 
• Supporting environmental justice and policies that protect clean Water for future generations. 
• Honoring Tribal sovereignty and meaningful consultation whenever projects may impact Indigenous 
Lands, Waters, sacred places, or cultural resources. 
• Building authentic relationships with Tribal Nations by listening, learning, and walking together in 
mutual respect. 
 
We also invite every United Methodist congregation, annual conference, agency, and ministry to 
remember that protecting Water is not solely an Indigenous responsibility. 
 
It is a Christian responsibility. 
It is a human responsibility. 
It is our shared responsibility. 
 
The decisions we make today will be inherited by those who come after us. 
 
May we choose wisdom over convenience, stewardship over exploitation, and courage over silence. 
 
The Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus offers our prayers, our voices, and our unwavering support 
to the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina as they continue this important work of protecting the sacred 
gift of Water. 
 
May the Waters continue to flow clear. 
May the Rivers continue to carry Life. 
May future generations know that when the Waters called for help, we answered. 
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